Pushing the edge of dermoscopy in new directions: entomodermoscopy of Trombicula autumnalis.
Dermatologists are often faced with the challenge of patients presenting with non specific symptoms such as itching and or erythema. These symptoms may be attributed to a number of diseases, many of which are trivial, and others even life-threatening. In order to establish the correct diagnosis, dermatologists must rely on good diagnostic tools and knowledge. Dermoscopy was introduced mainly for inspection of pigmented lesions, but its use has now also spread to non-melanoma skin cancer, inflammatory diseases, and almost any skin disease. This diagnostic technique also applies to skin infestation today, often offering the opportunity to rapidly identify new hidden features of parasites. This case report describes an unusual but representative case in which entomodermoscopy enabled a rapid diagnosis in a patient with a non specific erythematous patch. Whereas differential diagnosis of such skin manifestations could have been too laborious and misleading, dermoscopy easily allowed us to find a small parasite, later identified as Trombicula autumnalis.